
VALCROISSANT 
CHÂTILLON-EN-DIOIS

Drôme

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS

11,6 km 880 m

5h30 896 m

HIKING GUIDE

Tourist Office Châtillon-en-Diois : 04 75 21 10 07
Tourist Office Pays Diois : 04 75 22 03 03

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

Valcroissant Châtillon-en-Diois
Segment dwelling Hôtel • Camping • Bed and Breakfast • 

Segment dwelling • Restaurant • Supply • 
All shops • Post office • Bank/cash dispenser 

• Taxi on request • Bus stop

Nested at the foot of Glandasse, 
the Abbey of Valcroissant 
is more than 800 years old. 
She was in the past painted 
in white, with grey flat 
stones covering the roof. 
This Cistercian place was 
often frequented by the 
Huguenots.
Notre-Dame of Valcroissant, 
tapped by time, survives 
eight centuries of history. 
It is a former Cistercian 
abbey of the XIIth century, 
classified as a «Historical 
Monument» since 1975. 
The abbey was ruined du-
ring the religious wars of 
the XVIth century. At the 
Revolution it was abandoned 
by the monks of Citeaux, 
which very probably saved 
her from further ruin. It 
then becomes a farm. This 
agricultural activity saved 
the building and ensured its 
maintenance.
At the end of the XIXth 
century, Jules Dautheville, 

the second minister of Die lived 
there with the minister Soubeyran, 
and had the idea to install an or-
phanage, but he died at the age of 
46 without realising his project. 
His grave is situated on a small 
woody hill between the Abbey 
and the “Pas de la Roche”. First, 
Jules and Pauline Dautheville first 
lived in Montauban, where Jules 
studied theology, afterwards 
they came to Die. They stayed 
at the abbey during the summer 
of 1892 and, enchanted by the 
place, they bought it in 1893. 
They first lived there intermittently, 
then, in 1896, when Jules was 
appointed minister of Die, per-
manently. The abbey had lands 
which were farmed (agriculture 
and livestock).
Marcel Légaut took over the 
exploitation with his wife and 
his six children. This brilliant 
academic decided to give up 
everything. He settled down in 
the hills of Haute-Provence, be-
came a shepherd and afterwards 
bought the abbey which he began 
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to restore. Somehow or other, he 
restored the abbey church and 
made a sheepfold of it.
His son, the current owner, continued 
this restoration. Today it is a farm 
with ewes and a holiday cottage. 
A concert hall was fitted out in the 
former dining hall of the abbey 
and the arched kitchen has been 
transformed into a lodge. The 
sheepfold is still installed in the 
nave of the church. The convent 
is visible, but has lost parts of its 
galleries. 
By the convent we have access 
to all the parts of the Abbey: the 
church, the room of the chapter 
and the sacristy. The dining hall is 

also accessable from the convent. 
It has a surface of 140 square meters; 
the height of the vault measures 
ten meters and the acoustics are 
excellent. It still possesses the 
reader’s pulpit, the frescoes of the 
XIVth century and in the vault, 
red stars on white background. 
The dining hall is very well lit 
by lanceolate windows. Sources : 
Yves Levin’s various papers.
Peacefully situated near the Val-
croissant brook to which she owes 
her name, the former abbey can be 
visited. The visits are organized, 
in connection with Die’s Tourist 
information office.

Le vallon de Valcroissant

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/
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The itinerary follows the thematic and long-distance GR® markings. From 
the Valcroissant abbey, follow the road to Die until the Pas de la Roche (rock 
climbing cliff).

Turn left onto l’Allier (a forest road). Ford across a stream and use the shortcuts 
that cut across the zig-zagging path. To reach the pass, follow several signposts 
that point towards the Col de l’Abbaye. 

Clear the pass (Col de l’Abbaye) and head to the right towards L’Aval d’Aix. 
The shaley trail descends steeply until the place-name Peyrol (667m).

Ford the stream, take the path on the left, then continue left and climb up 
a long and steep trail until the Col des Caux (1129m). At the signpost for the 
Col des Caux, head due South (to the right) on a trail that stays level and ends 
at a look out point (Pié de Boeuf) with a magnificent view of the Diois and the 
Châtillonnais vineyards. Zigzag down the hill then continue along the side of the 
mountain. Watch out : the terrain is slippery and goes near a precipitous edge at 
times. Reach the bottom of the valley (Combe de Baïn).

Signpost for Le Suel. Ford the stream to find a path and make a right on it 
to reach Châtillon-en-Diois.

 This portion of the trail ends in the village of Châtillon-en-Diois.

4

4

3

3

2
2

1

1

 Description

kb
tr

an
si

nn
e@

w
an

ad
oo

.f
r 

 -
  F

on
d 

de
 c

ar
te

Vue de Châtillon-en-Diois

Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 


